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Frailty matters. 1.2 million Canadians 65-plus live 
with frailty, as do 2.5 million Canadians who are their 
caregivers and hundreds of thousands more in our 
healthcare workforce. CFN is Canada’s only national 
network dedicated to older Canadians living with frailty 
and all responsible for their well-being. This conference 
is a unique opportunity to examine frailty from many 
perspectives at a single event. CLICK HERE to read more 
about last year’s conference attended by approximately 
300 practitioners, care providers, scientists, clinicians, 
policy makers, older adults living with frailty, friend/family 
caregivers and experts in the field of frailty.

The Canadian Frailty Network (CFN) invites you to submit 
your innovation for an opportunity to be highlighted at 
the National Conference on Frailty on September 26-27 
at the Delta Marriott Toronto Airport Hotel. Submissions 
should describe demonstrated or emerging impact on health or social programs, policies 
or initiatives. From all submissions, we will be inviting a select number of innovators to 
present their projects in either oral (podium) or storyboard form (see the description of 
storyboard below).

DEMONSTRATED & EMERGING INITIATIVES
If you are involved in innovative programs or policy initiatives that improve care for older 
Canadians living with frailty and/or their caregivers, we want to hear from you!

Improving frailty care is a societal issue and we hope to see a wide variety of submissions. 
For example: citizen-led initiatives, community volunteer programs, service provision, 
delivery, training in all settings of care (home residential/long term facilities, acute, 

IMPORTANT DATES
Proposals due:  
Friday, March 22, 2019—12pm EST

Notification of successful submissions:  
Friday, April 19th, 2019

Submit your proposal online:  
https://www.cfn-nce.ca/news-and-events/events/call-for-submissions/

COLLABORATION 
ANNOUNCEMENT!

The Canadian Frailty Network 
and the Canadian Foundation 
for Healthcare Improvement 
are working together with 

the Top 5 innovators from the 
2018 CFN FRAILTY MATTERS 

Innovation Showcase to 
explore how their innovations 

can be spread.

https://www.cfn-nce.ca/news-and-events/events/previous-cfn-conferences-and-events/cfn-2018-national-conference/
https://www.cfn-nce.ca/news-and-events/events/call-for-submissions/
https://www.cfhi-fcass.ca
https://www.cfhi-fcass.ca
https://www.cfn-nce.ca/news-and-events/events/frailty-matters-innovation-showcase/
https://www.cfn-nce.ca/news-and-events/events/frailty-matters-innovation-showcase/
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primary and palliative), policies and practices, and determinants of health influencing 
frailty, like nutrition, exercise, mobility, and social factors.

Storyboard Forum

Much like a scientific poster presentation, a storyboard allows innovators to display their 
programs in a visual manner. The content and format of the storyboard will be at the 
presenter’s discretion, allowing for teams to display their innovations with pictures, flyers, 
testimonials etc. that better convey the “story” of their work and meaningful impact. CFN 
will select a limited number of submissions for the storyboard forum only.

Oral Presentation Forum

Submissions for oral (podium) presentations will be grouped by the discretion of CFN as 
either a panel or symposium session. Oral presentations may be presented by a single 
individual or as a team. Submissions that are not selected for oral presentation will be 
considered for the storyboard forum.

PROPOSAL GUIDELINES
The proposal summary should not exceed 350 words. To facilitate timely review, proposals 
must be submitted in a structured format comprising all four sections below: 

• Background and reason for initiative 

• Key elements and how it works 

• Evaluation

• Impact on older adults living with frailty and/or their caregivers

For innovations without formal evaluation (i.e., work in progress), where results will 
not be available by the application deadline, please describe planned evaluation and 
anticipated results and impacts.

INSTRUCTIONS, GUIDELINES & IMPORTANT INFORMATION
• All proposals should be submitted online using the link at the top of this document.

• Proposals submitted must identify the presenting author as the main contact. The 
presenting author information should not be included in the content of the abstract 
itself.

• A maximum of two (2) submissions will be accepted from any one primary/
presenting author.

• Avoid specialized jargon and undefined abbreviations. Do not include tables, 
figures, diagrams, footnotes, references, or acknowledgements in the text of the 
submission.

• There will be set periods for networking and storyboard viewing when presenters 
will be expected to be beside their storyboards.
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EVALUATION CRITERIA 
All submissions will be reviewed based on the degree of innovation, impact or potential 
impact, the potential to scale up and spread the innovation to other regions, collaborative 
efforts and potential to change policy and practice. Specifically, submissions will be peer 
reviewed based on the following criteria:

• The degree to which the innovation is well described (e.g. key components and 
processes are defined).

• How the innovation improves, or has the potential to improve, current practice.

• A focus on improving experience, quality of life and value for money in providing 
care for older adults living with frailty.

• The potential to contribute to a systems-level approach that improves quality of life.

• The degree that patients and their family/friend caregivers, and other care 
providers, are actively involved in design, implementation and evaluation.

• The impact or potential impact across sectors and/or care settings.

• The demonstration of meaningful results.

• Demonstrating potential for sustainability and future scale and spread innovations.

• An evaluation plan (if not already conducted) (with strong evidence and strong 
attribution measures) that focused on patient and family/friend caregiver 
experience of care, quality of life/health outcomes and value for money/cost.

ELIGIBILITY
This competition is open to all public and private innovators implementing practice 
or policy change in all care settings within Canada. We are interested in receiving 
submissions that describe novel research studies, programs or initiatives that may lead to 
practice change, quality improvement initiatives and real-world implementation programs 
focused on improving the lives of older Canadians living with frailty and their friend/
family caregivers.

Questions? If you have any questions about proposal submissions, please contact 
Conference Secretariat at conference@cfn-nce.ca.  

mailto:conference@cfn-nce.ca

